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Portuguese Seminar of History of Mathematics 
By Luis Saraiva 
CMAF-INK, Au. Professor Gama Pinto, 2, 1699 Lisboa, Codex, Portugal 
Following the initiatives that took place in 1987 in Evora, Coimbra, and Lisbon, 
concerning the life and work of the Portuguese mathematician Jose Anastacio da 
Cunha (1744-1787), the founding session of the “Seminario National de Historia 
da Matematica” (National Seminar of History of Mathematics) took place in 
Coimbra on January 7, 1988. It was attended by members of the Universities of 
Beira Interior, Coimbra, Lisbon, Minho, and Porto. 
A manifesto was approved, and it was decided that the “Seminario” would 
apply to become a section of the SPM (Portuguese Society of Mathematics). A 
work plan and method were established, putting emphasis on the importance of 
the coming of visiting professors. It was proposed to pursue the search of the lost 
manuscripts of J. A. da Cunha and other documents concerning the work and 
times of this 18th-century mathematician. Of special interest to us would be ob- 
taining new information about the international knowledge of his work. The next 
meeting will take place in Braga during April 1988. For this occasion we have 
invited Professor U. d’Ambrosio (U. of Campinas, Brazil). Any questions or 
contributions are welcomed, and can be mailed to the National Coordinator of the 
Seminario for 1988. 
History of Algebra 
Workshop, June 25-27, 1987, Essen 
By Norbert Knoche 
Department of Mathematics, Universitiit Gesamthochschule Essen, Postfach 103 764, 
4300 Essen I, Federal Republic of Germany 
Norbert Knoche and Erhard Scholz organized a workshop on the history of 
algebra which took place in Essen during June 1987. 
The following papers were presented: 
0. BEKKEN (Kristiansand, Norway): Using History of Algebra for Teaching 
J. J. GRAY (Milton-Keynes, England): Algebra in der Geometrie des 18. und 
19. Jahrhunderts 
J. H~YRUP (Roskilde, Denmark): Algebraisches Denken in der Antike 
H. KAISER (Wien, Austria): Auflosungstheorie algebraischer Gleichungen- 
Galoistheorie 
